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rally produces, the circumstances of our affairs, it will ap-
pear that we have opportunities in our hands of recovering
our losses, and reestablishing our reputation; those losses
which have been suffered while we had two hundred ships
of war at sea, which have permitted three hundred mer-
chant-ships to be taken; and that reputation which has
been destroyed when there was no temptation either to a
compliance with our enemies, or to a desertion of our
friends.

It is well known, my lords, that we make war at present
rather with the queen than the people of Spain; and it is
reasonable to conclude, that a war carried on contrary to
the general good, and against the general opinion, cannot
be lasting.

It is certain that the Spaniards, whenever they have
been attacked by men acquainted with the science of war,
and furnished with necessary stores for hostile attempts,
have discovered either ignorance or cowardice, and have
either fled meanly, or resisted unskilfully.

It is, therefore, probable, my lords, that either our ene-
mies will desist from the prosecution of a war, which few
of them approve; or that we shall, by vigorous descents
upon their coasts, and their colonies, the interruption of
their trade, and the diminution of their forces, soon com-
pel them to receive peace upon our own terms.

But these advantages, my lords, are only to be expected
from a change of conduct, which change can never be pro-
duced by a seeming approbation of the past measures. I
am therefore of opinion, that we ought to address the
throne in general terms, according to the ancient practice
of this house.

In considering the address proposed, I cannot but con-
clude that it is too much diffused, and that it would be
more forcible if it was more concise : to shorten it will be
no difficult task, by the omission of all the clauses that
correspond with particular parts of his majesty's speech,
which I cannot discover the necessity of repeating,

In the congratulation to his majesty upon his return to
his once glorious dominions, no lord .shall concur more